M tC 


- 
— od T i I 


THE LABOR AND FRUITS OF A CHRISTIAN 
HUSBANDMAN. 


A 


N00. 


PREACHED BEFORE THE 


Briſtol-Education-Society, 


In Broadmtad, BRISTO L, 


Avucusr 11, 1779. 


And publiſhed at their Requeſt. 


— > 


By ROBERT DAY. 


. 
1% 


Your labor is not in vain in the Lord. ST, PauL« 


—— 


— aʃU4— 


i 


Printed by . Pine. Sold by F. Buckland, in LONDON, 


and T. Evans, in Br1sTOL, 


r c . 
1 
8 co . q es 


1 


v 

\ 1 
8 * "4 
\ 74 


(23-3 


2 TiMoTHY ii. 6. 


The huſbandman that laboreth muſt be firſt pare 
taker of the fruits. 


_— the work of a goſpel Miniſter is great 
and arduous, will be readily allowed by all 
who ſeriouſly conſider the nature, and various 
duties of this important character. In this light 
the Apoſtle repreſents it in the chapter before us, 
in which, addreſſing his ſon Timothy in the cha- 
racter of an Evangeliſt or Goſpel Miniſter, he 
thus expreſſes himſelf, Thou therefore endure 
hardneſs, as a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. No 
man that warreth entangleth himſelf with the 
affairs of this life, that he may pleaſe him who 
hath choſen him to be a ſoldier. And if a man 
alſo ſtrive for maſteries, (alluding to the exerciſes 
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of the Grecian games) yet he is not crowned ex- 
cept he ſtrive lawfully. Probably he refers to the 
exerciſe of wreſtling, in which it 1s well known, 
great ſtrength and ſkill are requiſite. He then 
compares the work of a miniſter in the words of 
my text, to that of a huſbandman. The huſband- 
man that laboreth, muſt be firſt partaker of the 
fruits, | 

From this paſſage, at the firſt view of it, we 
might be naturally led to obſerve, that the miniſ- 
ters of Chriſt before they enter on their work, 
ſhould be well acquainted with the goſpel them- 
ſelves, that before they pretend to labor in the 
great work of inſtructing others, they ſhould them- 
ſelves have an experimental knowledge of the gof- 
pel in their own hearts, taſte the word of life in their 
own ſouls, or, as it is expreſſed in our text, be 
firſt partakers of the fruits. Nor can any truth be 
plainer in itſelf,” ar more. important. How can 1 
with any propriety pretend to teach another what 
I do not know myſelf? How. can I explain the 
nature, or repreſent the importance of internal 
vital godlineſs to others, whilſt I know and feel 
nothing of the power of it in my own ſoul. 

But however interefling and important a truth 
this may be, as it does nat appear to be the ſenfe 
of the paſſage before us, we ſhall at preſent wave 
all further conſideration of it. 

In the buſineſs of huſbandry, it is well known 
there wult be the toil. of manuring, ploughing, 

| ſowing, 
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ſowing, and plucking the noxious weeds from the 
land, beſore a harveſt can be expected, and then 
the crop muſt be cum down an gatheted in before 
the huſbandman after all his former toil and labor, 
can partake of the fruits. And the ſenſe o! the 
Apoſtle 1s, that The huſbandman muſt ſirſt labor, 
and then partake of the fruit of his labor. And 
with a ſlight tranſpoſition the words may be ſo ren- 
dered, or more literally The huſbandman labor= 
ing firſt, muſt partake of the fruits “. 

As in former opportunities of this kind, much 
has been ſaid, and with great propriety, of the 
nature, deſign, utility, and importance of the in- 
ſtitution which has been formed and ſupported by 
the Briſtol Education Society, and which we are 
now met to countenance by our prayers and con- 
tributions ; I ſhall not reſume the conſideration of 
thoſe. ſubjects, but endeavor to ſet before my 
young friends preſent upon this occaſion, the la- 
bors which ſtudents and goſpel miniſters ſhould ſirſt 
attend to, and the fruits which they may then 
hope, in due time, and with a divine bleſſing upon 
their labors, to partake of. For the ſenſe oi the 
Apoſtle evidently is, that as the huſband man, fo 
-the goſpel miniſter, ſhould firſt labor, and then 
partake of the fruit of his labor. 

Permit 
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Permit me then in the 


I. Place, to give you ſome account of thoſe 
labors which ſtudents and miniſters of the goſpel 
ſhould attend to. 
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1. They ſhould undoubtedly labor in all the bu- 
ſineſs of the chriſtian life, —You ſhould labor to 
excel in every part of the chriſtian life and cha- 
rafter. You ſhould pray earneſtly to the God of 
all grace, that it may pleaſe him to give you a 
ſtrong faith, ardent love to God and men, deep 
humility, a large acquaintance with the wiles of 
the human heart, and particularly of your own; 
that he would deeply impreſs your hearts with a 
ſenfe of the certainty, excellence, and importance 
of divine truth, and daily animate your ſouls with 
the moſt lively genuine deyotion. How can you 
otherwife expett to enter into the nature of your 
folemn employ as miniſters of Chriſt, or to attend 
to the duties of it with pleaſure and profit, either 
to yourfelves or to thoſe to whom you may be 
called to miniſter. Eminence in real vital godli- 
nels is the moſt neceſſary furniture for a chriſ- 
tian miniſter, Then may you hope to aſſiſt the 
devotion of your fellow worſhippers, and to ſpeak 
of the things of God to them with a holy fervor 
and authority, when you are enabled to ſay, That 
which we have heard, which we have ſeen with 
dur eyes, and looked upon, and our hands have 
handled of the word of life, declare we unto you. 
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When you come into the houſe of God, with 
your hearts warmed with devout affections, and 
having a ſacred luſtre upon your countenances, 
expreſſive of your having been in ſecret with 
your God. And when you are enabled thus to 
ſpeak from the heart, you have reaſon to hope 
that God will, by you, ſpeak tothe hearts of thoſe 
that hear you. But without the genuine ſpirit of 
devotion, the moſt accurate and elegant compoli- 
tions will appear dry and inſipid to thoſe who are 
hungering and thirſling aſter the bread and water 


of life. 


2. You ſhould alſo labor to acquire uſeſul know- 
ledge. 

That thoſe gifts which are abſolutely neceſſary to 
fit men for the goſpel miniſtry are beſlowed by 
Jeſus Chriſt, the great Lord and Head of his 
Church, we moſt firmly believe. But is there any 
gift or talent, whether of a natural or ſpiritual 
kind, which it is not our duty to endeavour to im- 
prove? If we have the gift of communicating 
knowledge in an eaſy intelligible way, ſurely this 
can never be ſuppoſed to preclude us from attempt- 
ing to gain knowledge, or ſrom endeavouring to 
improve in the moſt acceptable method of commu- 
micating it. It is undoubtedly our duty in the im- 
provement of the talents we have, to endeavor to 
acquire mote. None can deny that thoſe who are 


to teach others, ought to have a conſiderable de- 
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gree of knowledge themſelves. Nor is there any 

branch of knowledge ſcarcely, but through the 

divine bleſſing may be of ſervice to the miniſter of 

Chriſt, in explaining and enforcing the great and 

ſublime truths which are contained in the book of 

God. But you ſhould be more eſpecially ſolici- 

tous to attain thoſe branches of uleful knowledge 

which are moſt immediately connetted with the 

office to which you ate called. Such are the 

branches of knowledge, in the attainment of 
which you have the happineſs of being directed 
and aſſiſted by your able, diligent, pious, and af- 
fectionate Tutors, in that Seminary in which you 
are placed, and which it is the proſeſſed deſign of 
this Society to patronize and ſupport. Here 
you are taught to read and underſtand the ſacred 
ſcriptures in the languages in which they were ori- 
ginally written, You are led into the paths of 
ancient hiſtory, made acquainted with the peculiar 
cuſtoms of the Hebrews, as well as of the antient 
Greeks and Romans, ſo often referred to in the 
bible, many paſſages of which cannot be under- 
Rood without a knowledge of theſe things. You 
are taught to think with intenſeneſs, to reaſon 
with ſtrength and energy, to arrange your 1deas 
in proper connection and order, and to 
ſpeak with propriety when you addreſs the con- 
gregations 1n which you may be called to miniſter, 
You are taught to underſtand, admire and adore 
the works of God, as the God of Nature, as well 
as 
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as the God of Grace, that your ideas of this infi- 


Nite all glorious Being may be at once enlarged 
and elevated. Theſe ſtudies ſhould be purſued 
with an humble and earneſt deſire that they may be 
ſubſervient to the great work you have before you. 
That you may be the hetter able to defend the glo- 
rious truths of the goſpel againſt all. that may oppoſe 
them, and know how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon for 
the inſtruction, ſupport, and conſolation of thoſe 
to whom you miniſter, And permit me, my 
young friends, earneſlly to recommend to you ap- 
plication and diligence, Improve the time, the 
aſſiſtance and all the advantages you now enjoy; 
lay out yourſelves in the purſuit of uſeful know- 
ledge, endeavor to lay.up a ſtock for the time to 
come, and be aſlured that you will hereafter better 
underſtand than you now do, the great advantage 
ariſing from it. Make the knowledge you ſeek 
aſter your own, labor to underſtand thoroughly 
every ſubject you attend to, and you will find it 
of greater importance to you in future liſe than 
you are aware of, A progreſs in uſeful learning is 
expetted of you, and by making ſuch a progreſs 
you wall beſt expreſs your gratitude to your 
friends, who aſſiſt you in this laudable work, as well 
as to that God from whom all our privileges are ulti- 
mately derived, and to whom we are indebted for 
them. And let Divinity be your principal object, 
and all your other ſtudies ſubſervient to that. Re- 


member, you are deſigned to communicate the 
B knowledge 
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knowledge of ſalvation, to preach the goſpel cf 
Chriſt, and to teach men the way of peace and 
life everlaſting. 


3. The work therefore of preaching the ever. 
laſting goſpel, is a work which will hereafter call 
for your labor and diligence. And, O, how ſa. 
lemn the work, to preach the glad tidings of gol- 
pel grace to poor, loſt periſhing ſinners! To ſpea; 
for, and ſrom God to dying men, to be an am— 
baſſador for Chriſt, to labor in ſeaſon and out of 
ſcaſon, to teach, to rebuke, and exhort with al! 
long ſuffering and doftrine! May the Lord ſur- 
niſh you with all the grace and gifts you need, and 
greatly ſucceed and bleſs you in this great and diſ 
ficult, but truly honorable ſervice! 


4. You are to labor alſo, when called forth to 
ſlated ſervice in the Church of Chriſt, in the ad. 
miniſtration of the ordinances of God's houſe. 

Thele poſitive inſtitutions are enjoined upon us 
by Chriſt, our divine Mafter, Lord, and King, 
and are to be attended to in his Church to the end 
of the world. And with reſpect to the ſubjects of 
theſe ordinances, and the manner of their admi- 
niſtration, we ſhould ever make the word of God 
our only rule, and his glory our end, 


. You are alſo to labor, when called to the care 
= overſight of a Church, in watching over thofe 


that are committed to your care. 
e Miners 
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Miniſters are ſhepherds under Chrift, the great 
the chief Shepherd and Biſhop of ſouls, and are 
to watch therefore over thoſe that are committed 
to their care, to watch for fouls as thoſe that muſt 
give an account. But it is not ray intention to 
enlarge here. Having conſidered the labor in 
which ſtudents aud miniſters ſhould be engaged, 
permit me to obſerve a few things with reſpect to 
the manner in which they ſhould attend to it. 
And ſhould it not be, 


1. With humility. As thoſe that are ſenſible of 
your own weakneſs and inſufficiency, and your en- 
tire dependance upon God for direction, aſliſlance 
and ſucceſs. Thou therefore my ſon, ſays the 
Apoſtle in the chapter beſore us, be ſtrong in the 
grace that isin Chriſt Jeſus. That is, depend on 
that ſullneſs of grace there is in Chriſt, truſt in 
him for direction in the purſuit of your preparatory 
ſtudies, in the choice of your ſubjects, and the 
manner of treating them; look up to heaven for 
aſſiſtance in every part of your work, and ever 
humbly beg the blefling of God upon all your 
labor. Pride and ſelf importance are very crimi- 
nal in any perſon, but in none more contemptible 
than in ſtudents and young miniſters. Nothing 
will tend more to expoſe you to diſgrace among 
the truly wiſe and good; and remember God re- 
hſteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble, 
1 Pet. v. 3. 

B 2 Let 


and let this heavenly grace express itſelf, in an 
eſpecial manner, by humble earneſt prayer to 
God. My dear Brethren, let me entreat you tg 
be much with God in ſecret prayer, for every 
good and perfect gift cometh from him. 


2. You are to be faithful in attending to the 
labor enjoined upon you.— You are all ſtewards of 
the various talents and privileges with which you 
are entruſted ; now in ſtewards it is required that 
they be found faithful, x Cor, iv. 2. Let us never 
forget that we muſt give an account of our ſtew- 
ardſhip. Solemn thought! May we give up our 
account with joy! Be fſaithiul then, faithful to 
God whole ſervants you are, faithful to the ſouls 
vou may miniſter to, and faithful to your own 
conſciences. So may you hope for ſucceſs to at- 
tend your labors, to have peace in your own 
minds, and to be at laſt approved of God! 


3. Lou ſhould labor with diligence. 

He that thinks the work of the Chriſtian Mi. 
niſtry is an indolent employment, knows nothing 
of the true nature of it. Every part of your 
work requires diligence. Brethren, the time is 
Hort, your work is great, and without the greateſt 
diligence you will never be able to accompliſh it. 
Couſider moreover the vaſt importance of the 


work 


Let humility then appear in the whole of 
your converſation, be ye clothed with humility, 
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work beſore you; you are to treat with men about 
the affairs of their never dying ſouls. And are 


matters of ſuch infinite importance to be trifled 
with? By no means. An 1ndolent miniſter is a 
truly contempiible character. We ſhould coniider 
that our Maſter's eye is always upon us, he ſees if 
at any time we indulge an indolent temper, and is 
much diſpleaſed with it. I would thou were't either 
cold or hot. Let us think of his diligence. I 
muſt work the work, ſays he, 7 ix. 4. of him 
that ſent me into the world, whilſt it is called to 
day, the night cometh when no man can work. 
Do we profeis to be the ſervants of Chriſt, let us 
copy then the example of Chriſt, and walk even 


as he alſo walked. 


4. You fhould be conſtant and ſteady in your 
labor, as well as diligent, 

It is to be the buſineſs of your whole lives. 
You are {till to go on in the work of the Lord, 
for if any man puts his hand to the plough and 
looks back, he is not fit for the kingdom of God. 
Luke ix. 52. It is he that is faithful unto death 
that ſhall receive the crown of life. As Chriſtians, 
and as Miniſters, you profeſs to be devoted to 
God and his ſervice. You have given up all your 
abilities, your acquirements, your time and all 
your talents to him. You ſhould therefore lay out 
yourſelf for God and his glory, as long as ever he 
may ſee fit to continue you in his Church below, 


and to continue your capacity to engage in the 
ſervices 
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ſervices of it. If any man draw back, eb. x. 39. 
what ſolemn words! my ſoul ſhall have no plex 
ſure in him. Woe can never evidence our up. 


rightneſs in engaging in the ſervice of the Lord, 


but by our perſeverance in it to the end. 


5. You ſhould labor in the work of the Lord 
with holy courage and ſortitude, in the face of 
every dithculty. 

Every faithful miniſter of Chriſt muſt count 
upon meeting with difficulties. Some meet with 
more than others, but none are without them, 
Our forefathers conflicted with trials far greater 
than we have ever experienced, but what we may 
be called to none can ſay. You my young bre- 
thren, who are candidates for the miniſtry, or 
already entered upon that arduous ſervice, ought 
to look forward in expectation of trials and diflt- 
culties. Here I might give you a long and mourn- 
Tul detail of the various trials you may expett 10 
meet with ; but I would not ſully the pleaſures of 
this day with a diſcourſe upon ſach a' gloomy ſub- 
ject. I do not mean to diſcourage you, but only 
to remind you that holy courage and ſortitude will 
be requiſite in the diſcharge of the duties of your 
office and character. Be ſtrong then in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might, and learn, as the 
apoſtle expreſſes it in the third verſe, to endure 
hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt. You 
are engaged in a good cauſe, you ſerve a good 
Maſter, and he has promiſed you his preſence and 

aſſiſtance 
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aſſiſtance. Thoſe of our fellow Chriſtans and 
fellow-laborers who in times paſt were called to 
reſiſt unto blood, were in themſelves as weak and 
helpleſs as we are, but they were carried trium- 
phantly through all their labors and ſufferings, and 
made conquerors and more than conquerors, through 
him that loved them. And ſo ſhall you; for your 
divine Maſter is the ſame yeſterday, and to day, 
and for ever, and thus runs his gracious promiſe.— 
Lo, Iam with you always, even unto the end of 
the world ! As your foes therefore appear, as your 
difficulties occur, exert a holy courage and ſorti- 
tude of ſou!. Truſt in the Lord for ever, for in 
the Lord JEnovan is everlaſting ſtrength. Vat. 
xxvi. 4. 
II. I come now to repreſent to you the fruits 
which the faithſul laborer may hope to partake of. 
And theſe, how rich, how free, how great and 
truly glorious! There are fruits to be enjoyed by 
him whilſt in his work, whilſt he is going on in his 
labor; and there are yet more rich and abundant 
fruits provided for him, in that happy peaceful 
ſtate, in which his toils ſhall be ended, his con- 
flicts over, and his weary ſoul at reſt, More 
particularly, 


* 


1. You may hope for the divine preſence and 
aſſiſtance in your work, and the conſolation of his 
Spirit. 

How oſten has the Lord promiſed to be with his 
people, and never never to leave nor ſorſake them. 


And 
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And to his miniſters in a particular manner, his grac:. 
ous language is, as we have juſt ob ſerved, Lo Jam witch 
you always! And has he made thele promiſes? he 
will then be as good as his word, and aſſuredly fulfi. 
them. His people have always found that he has done 
Jo, and He ever will. In ſecret, and in public he will 
afford you ſuch meaſures of his grace, and ſpirit as 
may render you ſuperior to all your diſcourage. 
ments, and enable you to go on your way rejoicing, 
You may hope to taſte the ſweetneſs of thoſe truths 
vourlelves, which you preach to others, and thus 
find your work to be wages to you, Thole of you 
that have entered upon public work, have expe- 
perienced I dare ſay ſomething of what 1 am ſpeak. 

ing of. Has not the Lord carried you at times, 
through your work, not only better than your 
feare, but beyond your moſt ſanguine hopes? And 
thus will he grant you his aid in every time of 
need, and as your day is, fo ſhall your ſtrength be, 
Let this then encourage and animate you in the 
proſpect of thoſe formidable trials you may have in 
view, and di{lipate that gloom which might other- 
wiſe oppreſs. your minds. Never did that great 
maſter of argument, Paul, reaſon better, than 
when he ſaid—If God be for us, who can be 
againſt us? When we have omnipotence to aid 
us, what can be too great for us to do, or ſor us to 
Dear? Surely thoſe who know what it is to expe- 
rience the conſolations of God, will readily own 
they conſtitute no inconſiderable part of thoſe 
fruits which a goſpel! laborer may hope to partake of, 
| 2, Increaſing 
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2. Nn abilities for your work, may be 
conſidered as another part of the huſbandman's 
fruits, 

They that wait on the Lord, it is ſaid, ſhall re- 
new their ſlrength. And it has accordingly been 
obſerved that they who pray moſt, pray beſt, 
which I believe 1s generally true. The more we 
do for God, I am perſuaded the more we can do, 
The man that had five talents only, in trading with 
them gained another five alſo. But tliis increaſe of 
abilities is only to be expected by thoſe who firſt 
labor, and that with diligence and zeal. Such 
miniſters as are [ſuperficial and trifling in their 


work, will rather find the few abilities they once 


had, decline and die away, for want of proper uſe 
and cultivation, It is in this work, as well as in 
others, the hand of the diligent that maketh rich. 
Let this conſideration ſtimulate you to application 
in your ſtudies, and in all the exerciſes you are 
called to engage in. The longer you engage in 
the work, and the greater the application and dili- 


- gence you make uſe of in the diſcharge of it, the 
better will you be fitted for the various dunes of it, 
and with greater eaſe and pleaſure will you be able 


to attend to it. Which is no ſmall part of the 


fruits, which through the divine bleſſing, you may 


hope to partake of, 


3. Uſeſulneſs is another ng part of 
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O what ſublime pleaſure muſt it afford to a ge. 
nerous mind, one that knows the worth of his 
own ſoul, to be an inſtrument in the hands of an 
omnipotent God, in ſaving the ſouls of men! Ty 
think of being made uſeſul to them in their higheſt 
and moſt important intereſts, in turning them from 
derknels to light, from the power of ſin and Satan 
unto God, breaking the iron bondage of ſin from 
off their necks, and leading them into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God! Miniſters have 
much to grieve their hearts, and weaken their 
hands in the work in which they are employed: 
but when it is the pleaſure of God to bleſs their 
labors, they riſe at once above every drſcourage- 
ment, and are willing to ſpend and be ſpent in the 
work of the Lord. Say not ye, ſays our bleſſed 
Lord, addrefling himſelf to his diſciples, 7ohn iv. 
35, 36. there are yet four months and then cometh 
harveſt ? Behold, I ſay unto you, lift up your eyes 
and look on the fields, for they are white already 
unto harveſt. And he that reapeth receiveth wages, 
and gathereth fruit unto life eternal, that both he that 
ſoweth, and he that reapeth may rejoice together. 
When miniſters are bleſſed in gathering ſouls unto 
Jeſus Chriſt, it gives them the greateſt pleaſure. 


And there are ſome circumſtances which tend 


greatly to increaſe this pleaſure. When for in- 
flance, they have been bleſſed to ſuch as were be- 


' fore groſsly ignorant, and who had degenerated. 


far, and long, inta the crooked paths of ſin and 


deſtruction, who had, as it were, by repeated afts 


of 
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of iniquity riveted faſt the miſerable chains ol 
ſin upon their captive ſouls, To be made inſtru- 
mental in plucking ſuch brands as theſe out of the 
burning, what can be conceived of more highly 
pleaſing to a truly pious miniſter! And to be 
made uſeful to the ſaints, to comfort the diſconſo- 
late, to ſtrengthen the feeble, to animate and rouſe 
the ſleepy, how delightiul! This is indeed par- 


taking of .the fruits. 


J. There is the reward which their divine 
Maſter haz prepared for them, and promiſed to 
them, in another and better world. 

Miniſters are mortal like other men. The Fa- 
thers, where are they ; and the prophets, do they 
live for ever? But to die is gain to them, they 
are taken from their labor to their. reward. The 
Lord will own and honor them before an aſſembled 
world, in the great and laſt day. They ſhall have 
the plaudit of their Judge. He will ſay to them, 


Well done good and faithſul ſervants, enter into 
the joy of your Lord. They that be wile, ſays 
the prophet Daniel, Ch. xii. ver. 2. ſhall ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they that 
turn many unto righteouſneſs as the ſtars for ever 
and ever. And when the apoſtle Peter ad- 
dreſſes the Elders in his day, he reminds them 
of the crown, the ponderous crown prepared 
for them, See 1 Pet. v. 1, 2. &. Ile 
Elders which are among you I exhort, who am 
alſo an Elder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings 
8 of 


oh what extacy will it be ſhould he ſay to us? 
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of Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of the clory the at 
ſhall be revealed ;—feed the flock of God which 
18 among you, taking the overſight thereof not by 
conſtraint but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind, neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but enſamples to the flock. He adds, 
And when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, ye 
ſhall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. Yes, my Brethren, however mean and 
deſpiſed we may be in the eyes of men, if ap- 
proved of God, we ſhall receive from his muni- 
ficent hands a crown, a crown of glory, and that 
fadeth not away. Happy that Chriſtian, that Mi. 
niſter, who can rejoice as the great Apoſtle Paul 
did, in the proſpect of this crown! How animat- 
ing his language! I have fought a good fight, I 
have finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith. 
Henceſorth there. is laid up ſor me à crown of 
righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righteous Judge 
ſhall give unto me in that day, and not to me only, 
but unto all them alſo that love his appearing. 
To this crown, my Brethren, let us often look; 
on this glorious reward let us frequently and de- 
voutly meditate. This will animate our dulleſt 
hours, revive us when moſt diſconſolate, and 
ſtrengthen us when moſt weak and feeble. But 
let us always remember that we are to receive this 
diadem as' a giſt of boundleſs grace. We cannot 
demand it as a debt, but muſt expect it as a free 
giſt. When we have done all we can we are but 
uoprofiable reacts, but yet Nha may depend on 

receiving, 
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peceiving, through grace, the end of our faith, 
even the compleat ſalvation of our ſouls, Though 
we ſow oftentimes in tears, we ſhall reap in joy. 
He that goeth ſorth and weepeth, bearing pre- 
cious ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with re- 
joicing, bringing his ſheaves with him. P/al. cxxvi. 
5, 6, To him that overcometh, ſays our exalted 
Redeemer, Rev. iii. 21. will I give to ſit with me 
on my throne, even as I alſo overcame, and am 
ſat down with my Father on his throne. 

Many of our fellow laborers have finiſhed their 
work and are entered upon their reward, particu- 
larly my honored and much efleemed brother, and 
once my beloved fellow pupil here, who officiated 
amongſt you upon this occaſion the laſl year. His 
labors are ended, and he is now partaking of the 
fruits. O that we may be followers of him, and of 
all thoſe who through faith and patience are gone 
before us to inherit the promiſes! We may lalely 
depend upon an immutable God for the accom- 
pliſhment of his promiſes, for ſaithſul is he that 
hath promiſed, who alſo will do it. 


From what has been ſaid we infer 

1ſt. That if goſpel miniſters are to be laborers, 
it is but reaſonable that they ſhould be afliſted as 
much as poſlible in their labors. | 

And in this view, how laudable and important 
does the Briſtol-Education-Society appear to be! 
The end propoſed by it, is to aſſiſt worthy, religi- 

, gifted young men, who are candidates ſor the 
pia, in purſuing ſuch kinds of uleful know- 


ledge 
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ledge, as it muſt be owned are of great ſervice in 
the diſcharge of the various duties of the miniſte. 
rial function and character. And through the di. 
vine bleſſing, you have the ſatisſaction of knowing 
that your generous attempts thus to ſerve the in- 
tereſt of Chriſt in the world, have been ſucceſs. 


ful, your labor of love has not been in vain in the 


Lord. Many valuable miniſters that have Been 
trained up in this religious Seminary, are now ac- 
ceptably and uſefully employed in many of our 
congregations. And there is the faireſt proſpeti 
of there being many more of the ſame character 
added to the preſent number. Go on, my honored 
ſriends, in this good work, and the Lord will 
more and more own and bleſs you in it; and 
whilſt you with ſo much generoſity ſupport this In- 
ſtitution by communicating of your temporal good 
things, he will, I humbly hope, enrich you with 
ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt Jeſus. And ſhould not 
thoſe who enjoy the labors of goſpel miniſters, be 
ready to do all they can to aſſiſt and encourage them 
in their work ? To ſympathize with them in their 
afflictions, ſervently to pray for them, and to com- 
municate what may be neceſſary for their comfortable 
ſupport? The laborer 1s ſurely worthy of his meat. 
Let him that is taught, ſays the Apoſtle, Gal. vi. 6, 
communicate to him that teacheth in all good things. 
Nor can any thing be more reaſonable than that 
whilſt miniſters are communicating to their people 
ſpiritual good things, they ſhould partake of their 
carnal good things. And ſo hath the Lord or- 


dained. See 1 Cor. ix. 14. 
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2d, If the work of the miniſtry be ſo great, ar- 

duous, and important, great care ſhould then be 
taken in chuſing proper perſons to engage an it. 

It is a great impropriety indeed to appoint and 
train up perſons for this work, without conſidering 
whether they have thoſe peculiar talents both of a 
natural and ſpiritual kind which are adapted to this 
office, If they have no inclination, no meetneſs, no 
proper giſts for it, how can they ever expett to be 
uſeful in it, or ſo to labor as aſterwards to partake 
of the fruits? It is an aſcended Jeſus alone who 
hath ied captivity captive, that canalone give thoſe 
ſpiritual giſts that are eſſential to the character of a 
goſpel miniſter, Nor will this Inſtitution knowing- 
ly encourage any but ſuch as appear to have theſe 
giſts graciouſly beſtowed on them. Is the harveſt 
great, and faithful laborers few? Let us pray then 
the Lord of the harveſt, that he would ſend forth 
laborers into his harveſt. And let us ſtill endeavour 
to receive none, but ſuch as are ſent of God. This is 


and in which the very being of vital godlineſs, and 
the good of the ſouls of men are greatly intereſted. 


3d. Are miniſters deſcribed under the charafter 
of laborers, do you then, my young friends, that are 
candidates for the miniſtry, ſee that you are ſo. 
Meditate upon theſe things, ſays Paul to Timothy, 
1 Tim. iv. 15. give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all. The expreſſions are 
very ſtrong, Be thou in them, or as one renders 
the paſſage, be thou always employed in theſe 
things, 


a matter of great importance to the honor of God, 


624 


things. I have often thought of theſe words my. 
ſelf, and I wiſh you to think of them too. We 
thould remember that the work of the miniſtry is 
infinitely important, and calls for our moſt ear. 
neſt and diligent attention. 


4th. Are we to labor firſt and afterwards to par. 
take of the fruits, let us then patiently wait in hope, 

Sometimes it is the pleaſure of God that his faith. 
ful ſervants ſhould partake of little fruit during the 
time of their labor, and particularly to grant them 
but little ſucceſs. They have often reaſon to com- 
plain, ſaying, Who hath believed our report, and 
to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? But let 
ſuch remember, that though Iſrael be not gathered, 
yet ſhall they be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, 
And oftentimes though the Lord may for awhile 


. ſuſpend the beſtowment of thoſe ſruits which are 


the reward of his ſervants, yet in the end they ſhall 
certainly be enjoyed, and their Lord will come to 


them and bring his reward with him. I know.not 


how better to cloſe this ſhort addreſs to you than 


in the following words of the Apoſtle James. Be 


patient thereſore Brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord. Behold the huſbandman waiteth ſor the 


precious fruits of the earth, and hath long patience 
until he receive the early and latter rain. Be ye 
alſo patient, ſtabliſh your hearts, for the coming 
of the Lord draweth nigh. 
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